
How we responded to the Covid-19 crisis... and what we plan to do next

We knew, as soon as lockdown happened, that the children we work with would be disproportionately
affected by schools being closed. Many of the families we support have no computers, and limited
access to the internet, meaning learning online is nearly impossible. We also knew that many of the
parents we work with have limited English levels themselves, meaning they would find it difficult to
support their children's learning at home. This really worried us, as we saw the potential for the children
to fall behind and the educational attainment gap to widen even further.

We therefore decided to shift to remote support wherever possible. For those who did have access to a
laptop and wifi, this meant switching to online lessons, on platforms like Bramble. For others, this meant
our volunteers responding in a myriad of creative ways. One volunteer, for example, who started
tutoring with Jacari in October, explained how her tutee couldn't access online resources on their phone,
so she would just call them, chat and read them books to keep them motivated. Another volunteer, who
would not allow the technological barrier to be an issue, wrote letters to their pupil, and enclosed
worksheets to help them with their reading and writing skills.

As the pandemic continues and the new academic year starts, here at Jacari Bristol we are as keen as
ever to continue supporting the EAL children who need some extra help. While we won't be able to
resume any tuition in pupil's homes this term, we're hoping to restart our in-school lessons as soon as
we can, to help the young people catch up. We'll also be working closely with our partner schools and
other organisations to help get the families connected, so that we can deliver online lessons to as many
of our pupils as possible.
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Jacari Bristol needs your help!
Like many small charities, Jacari Bristol is facing a funding challenge as a result of the Covid-19 crisis.

With many of our normal funding sources reduced or redirected, and public fundraising events
impossible, Jacari Bristol is looking for the help of its friends and supporters to make sure we can keep

providing support to EAL children in Bristol, who need the extra help we give, now more than ever.
To make a donation, please go to https://www.givey.com/jacaribristol

Setting up a regular monthly donation of just £5, a couple of cups of coffee each month, makes a huge
difference to our work so please consider doing so if you can.

And please share this link with anyone you think might be interested in supporting us. Thank you!

Aliya and Emma's story
Although it's been a little harder than normal to get feedback from our pupils this year, we've had

some lovely feedback from our volunteers and partner schools. Read about one of our pupils, Aliya,
and her tutor, Emma,* here. 

Aliya was selected for Jacari

tutoring as she had very limited

English on arriving in the UK.  This

meant that she was not able to

speak to staff or classmates in

English.   We have seen her

confidence grow since attending the

sessions, and she clearly enjoys the

opportunity to speak with her tutor. 

Jacari has supported her to try to

communicate more with teachers

and peers and she appears to be

more relaxed doing so.

It was an absolute pleasure to teach

Aliya, she always had such a great

attitude in the lessons and her lovely

personality always shone through. I

really noticed how much her

confidence grew over the time I

tutored her, not only in her written

work but also in the conversations

we had. She has an excellent

memory, which I could clearly see

when we did comprehensions as she

could quickly bring back to mind

details from what she had read, she

also very quickly picked up the

spellings we were doing. She really

progressed in her spoken and

written English.
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*Names have been changed

Welcome to Jacari Bristol's Summer Newsletter 2020! 

We hope it finds all our friends and supporters well. Please read on for all our latest news, impact

figures and a case study of one the young people we've supported this year. Enjoy!
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